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An Account of fame Books, 

I.W. SENGVVERDIUS P.D. de TARAN¬ 
TULA. In quo, prater ejtts defcriptionem , ejjetfus venent 
TarantuU , qui bactcnus fufoe eceultis qualitatibus qdfcriptij 
rationibus mturalibus deducuntur & illufirantur . Lugd. Batav. 
166%, in 12. 

^~r^His Author having defcribed theftru&ure of the body of 
I this TarentinS\nder y and the chief parts thereof, together 
with its bignefs, qualities, food, abode, manner, and feafon of 
flinging, and aptitude to live very many days without any vifible 
food* pafTeth todifcoorfe of the nature and eflfe&of the poifon, 
which being vifcous and tenacious, exferts it felf not prefently, 
but lurks a good while in the body*and after the revolution of a 
year, being ftirr’d and fubtilized by the heat of the Sun, is rowf- 
ed and put into motion, producing for thefirft two years only 
various difeafes in the patient, as a dejection of the appetite,burn¬ 
ing Feavers, Cachexy -, after which do follow very firange 
andfurprizing effedls, in fome finging and laughing5 in others, 
weeping and crying-, in others, fleeping* in others, continual 
watching-, in fome, vomiting-, in fome, dancing and fweating5 
in fome, madnefs > in fome, the fancy of being Kings * in others, 
that of being Haves.- Juft as Drunkenefs renders fome morofe, 
filent and fearful-, others bold and clamorous. This only he af¬ 
firms to be common to all that are bitten by the Tarantulas, 
that they delight in Mufick, and are thereby moved either to 
dance, or to gefticulate. He obferves alfo, that fome of thefe 
Patients are delighted with certain forts of Colours, fome with 
Yellow'*, fome Green*, fome Red. But he noteth this as 
the rnoft wonderful effedl, that this poifon fo fixeth thofe ima¬ 
ginations, whichamanchancethtohavewhenhe is bitten, that 
he, that (hall t/w think himfelf a King, willperfift in that fancy 
ever after, till he be cured. 

The cure of the poifonous effedl,he with others afligneth to be 
tMufick, and the dancing, confequent thereto* which the Pa¬ 
rents do perform as if taught: Yetfo, that not every one is af- 
e&ed with every fong, but each with fuch an one, as is fuitable 
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to his temper j that which is unfuitable, tormenting the party. 

Some Tarantula s he affirms to have poifon contrary to that 
of others, To that one man bitten by both fuch, cannot bemade 
to dance • forafmuch as the one poifon which induceth to dance, 
is made ineffe&ual by the contrariety of the other: It being alfo 
requifite, toufe different Songs and Inftruments,according to the 
different quality of the poyfon, and the various Conftitutioti of 
the Patient. 

Further, he obferves, that the Tune^ which is fuitable to the 
perfon bitten, is alfo fuitable to the Tarantula it felf, & e contra 5 
as alfo, that not only men, but other Animals, as Cocks,Wafps, 
bitten by the Spiders, do dance 5 and that the effedts ofthc 
wound depend not on the life of the wounding Spider. 

After this, our Author Philofophifeth thus. He efteems, that 
this poifon invades chiefly the Arteries and Nerves,and 
the Spirits in the Nerves 5 as alfo the Brain and Fibres 5 
and having caff the humours,, raifed in the whole Body, upon the 
Brain, difturbsthe imagination, according to the diverfity both 
of Men’s tempers, and of the Tarantula's. 

TheFeavers,Dancing,.Sleep, Waking, various ge- 
ftures, he giveth this account of •, That fince the Tarantula 
wounds by biting with a moift mouth in the hotteft Seafon i 
thence by an opening made, the poifon, confiding in a Salivous 
moifture, itoutofthe Spiders body conveyed into that of Mail, 
whereby, upon its diffufion through the humane body, it affedts 
the Mufcles and Nerves principally, and in them, by the periodi¬ 
cal heat,the Spirits ftirring up and increafing the heat in the Heart, 
and by too vehement heat corrupting the bile in the veffels, and 
fo caufing hot Feaveis and Cachexy: And it may be alfo, that 
by that Salivous and venemous fuoftance in the Mouth, the 
Pores areobftrudted, and the pallages fhut, wherby an outlet be¬ 
ing denyed to the heat, it is too much augmented in the body, 
and Io 1 rkewife putrifiesthe bile, and caufech the fame diffem- 
pers. 

Sometime this poifon is joyned to the Spirits, and thereby cau- 
feth about the beginning of the Neives another motion , than 
Nature, if not difturbed, would produce: wlrence , by vellica- 
ting the Mufcles, it induces the party to dance. Or it aft ends in- 
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to the Brain, and there, by its vifcofity, obftru&sthe Nerves in 
the place where they meet, and fo hindring the Animal Spi¬ 
rits to pals into the Organs, caufeth fieep 5 or, by its a&ivity ( fo 
quick, that the Nerves cannot be obftru&edby the Vapors, and 
3 paflfage is conftantly open’d for the Spirits to ifiiie into the Or¬ 
gans) produceth continual Wakes. 

If it be demanded, how Mufiek becomes a remedy,and inciteth 
the Patient to dance? 'Tis hereanfwered, That Sound having a 
great influence upon the Actions of Man, and being a motion of 
the Air, the Air mov’d, caufeth a like motion in the next Air, 
and foon, till the like be produced in the Spirits of the Body, 
to whi hthe Air is impelled. Wherefore fincethe commotion 
of the Paflions depends on the Spirits, and the vifcous humour 
of the ‘Tarantula, is a capable fubjedi of found, hence'tis (faith 
this Author') that the Air being mov’d by a Mufical Air, fuitable 
to the Patient, the poifon of this Spicier and the Spirits of the Man 
are by the fame agitation put into a commotion i whence follows 
a propenfion to dance : And the Nerves being by the fame agita¬ 
tion vellicated, and the Spirits in the Nerves ftirr’d more vehe¬ 
mently, and confequently the Mufcles moved, the whole Body 
cannot but perform that dancing motion. 

If it be asked, how the cure is made by Dancing, Theanfwer 
here is, that by that vehement Motion the Bloud is heated, the 
Pores open’d, rhe Poifon rarified and difperfed, and by Sweat e- 
jefted: But that thefe Patients are not cured by Sudorijicks ; the 
reafon thereof is given from the difference between Sweat cauled 
by Dancing,and that which is provoked by Medicines-, io. afmuch 
as Medicines are not capable fo to ftirr the little part des, where¬ 
in the poifon lodges, as Dancing is. 

But if it be infilled, why all that are thus bitten, are not curs 
ble by Dancing, fome being known to have Danced 50 or 40. 
years,without being cured-. Here is no other caufe alledged, but 
that in fome the poifon is pertinacious and unrai ifiable. 

Thefe, and the like Phaenomena (vid. why feveral Patients 
are cured,and feveral Tarantulas affe&ed by feveral Tunes; why 
the Tarantulas in Apulia only produce thefe effects,^.) are fully 
explicated m the Book it felf. 


IL REG- 
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II. REGNERI De GRAAF, M.D. EPISTOLA, De non- 
mllis circa Partes Genitales Invent is Nov is. Lugduni Batav. in 
16. A. 1668. 

III. AfOHANNlS Van HORNE , JSl.D. Objervationum fa- 
arum circa Partes Genitales in utroque fexu , PRODROMVS . 
Lugd, Batav. in i 5 . A. 1 663 . 

It feemes, that the two Authors in thefe two Papers have 
met with almoft the very fame Obfervations $ which they ac¬ 
count New, about the Genitals in both Sexes $ and that, the for¬ 
mer having appeared in Print before the latter, the latter thought 
himfelf obliged, the felf fame day that the EpifHeof De Graaf 
came out ofthePrefs (as himfelf intimateth) to declare in this 
his Prodr emus ^ that, though he knowes not, whether the Obfer- 
vations of th s former be altogether the fame with his, yet, to avoid 
difpute hereafter, lie thought fit, in this Paper of his, toreprefent 
the fliort of his own un-borrowed Obfervations, concerning that 
Subject, till he fliould be able to publifli a full Hiftory of the 
fti udure of thofe parts. 

Touching De Graaf he i. Rcjeds the opinion of thofe, that 
teach a Conjunction of the Seminal Arteries with the Veins by 
vifible Anajlomfes, and that reckon the Te (licks among Glan¬ 
dule. z He affirms, that he hath often unravell’d totam fib(t an¬ 
ti am tefUculortm in ingentem longitndincm. 3. He aflerts to have 
fhtvv d by a fliort way, Veficulantm feminalium cum vafis defc- 
rentibus commnnionem , wagnitudinem , figuram , car unique in Zt- 
rcthram exittnn . To which he faith to have added a very erfrc 
way of examining the Bode of the Prof at.t. From the confide- 
ration of all which he concludes, Unarn e(fe folummodo mater:am 
(e mints , campus in tcftibns gcncrari, in r vcfctihs excipi , & inks 
in Z'rcthram tjici , non per unum, nt vnlt Veflingius, fed duo fo¬ 
ramina. 4. f fe afhrmes to have an eafier and more accurate way 
of difTcding the Penis than any other Anatomiffs he knows •, and 
that he affignes to the Mufcles thereof a fan* other ufe, than hath 
been done hitherto. Of all which he intimateth, that he is ready 
to publifli a Book,after he fliall have received the thoughts of Dr. 
Sjl-vttss upon the Manufcript thereof. He concludes, that he 
hath contrived a Nnv Inf r time nt , whereby every one may give 
himfelf a Cqfer without any Denudation of the parts, or change, 
of poll me,, Con* 
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Concerning Van flornt, he alfo refutes tire above-mention’d 
Anaflomofes between Arteries and Veins; then defcribes the 
Spermatid: Arteries and Vcines ; the Pyramidal-Yigme , they 
make, where they meet near the 7 eftes, the dired and retrograde 
paffage of the faid Artery’s through the 7 ‘eftes, and filch a ftrange 
Anapomofis between the Spermatick Veines , that they reprefenc 
a kind of rete mirabile mod elegantly. He alio will not admit 
the Tcflcs to be Glandular, but affirms, (which is the fame 
with the Dodtrine of De Graaf ) tot am 7eflitim molem nil effe ali- 
ud ', quam congeriem minutifsimorum funiculorum , habintinm Jeri- 
tm continuatam, atque concavorum , pro feminis materia devehenda: 
adding, that if the greater Globe of the Epididymis be well exa¬ 
min’d , there will appear through its Membrane fuch anfraCHs 
and funieulorum gyri i as refemble thofe of the Brain. He holds 
triplicem materiam feminis , tin am, qua ventt a 7c(libus > alteram, 
qua d Veficnlis tertian z, qua ex proflat is tn Vrctbram propellitur. 
He deduceth from the wondertulnefs of the Strudure of the 
Penis,7enfionem ejus^& impel u of am feminis per eundem ejaculatio- 
ncm. 

After this, he intimates briefly the Obfervables in Partibus 
Genital bus Mulicrum , and among other things remarks (what 
was lately alfo noted out of Stcnos Myologia,Numh. 32.p.628.) 
Mulicrum tefles effe Ovario inOviparis analogos, they containing 
perfect Eggs, full of Liquor, and encompafTed with a skin of their 
own, whereof he affirms to have yet fome by him, &c. 


ERRATA. 


XT limb. $i.p. 617.L r. redd Rotation for Relation, p. 614* 1^7 Herniarum inftar 
p. 6z$.t.y>. r. Angles. 

JStumb* $3. p.641. I, ji. r, converging, whereas fome Copies hxvc conveying. p.G 42. 
I.i 7. r. 1 L M K 

In this Numb, p.647. /, $.r. the fecondj for firft term ib. /.10* r .A =r B> for A < B. 


In t’he SAVOY , 

Printed by T.N. for Joht ASartyu, Printer to the Royal Society, and are 
to be fold at the a little without 7 'emtde-Bar, 1667 . 






















